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COMPARATIVE. MERITS OF THE PLANS FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION, 
ON THE SYSTEM OF 



MR. LANCASTER, 



AND 



DR. BELL. 



CHILDREN ADMITTED. 

Belonging- to all denominations of Religion, None but the Children of Members of the 
without exception. Church of England. 



BRANCHES OF 

Reading* 
For the youngest Children, Dr. Watts' Di- 
vine Songs (the edition published by the 
Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge.) 

Scripture Lessons, 

The Psalms, Epistles and Gospels, as con- 
tained in the Common Prayer-book. 

For the best Readers, the Bible. Writing, 
and Arithmetic. 

The- Children may all be catechised by their 
respective Ministers. 



INSTRUCTION, 

Not Dtfintd. 
The Church Catechism, and principles of 
Religion, according to the Liturgy of 
the Church of England. 



Dr. Bell being, in principle, hostile to Writ- 
ing and Arithmetic for the poor, the 
National Society h:we not mentioned 
those Branches of Instruction ; having 
merely declared it to be their design, to 
afford to the poor " suitable learning." 



MECHANICAL OPERATION. 



"Tire Classification simple, and easily applied 
to the largest number of Children. 

Cheerfulness and activity influence the 
-Whole School. 



The Classification complex ; and with drflt- 
cuky applicable to a considerable num- 
ber of Children. 

Dejection and constraint apparent among 
the Scholars. 



EXPENSE OF A SCHOOL FOR ONE HUNDRED CHILDREN. 



Master's Salary. „ -£105 

Rent of School-room. .„ 52 10 

Rewards for Children, &c 3.5 

ICOO S!ates,at 4d. each.. 16 13 4 

1 SpelliDg-book 8 

Reading JLessons 12 

Arithmetic Lessons 14 



=£210 17 4 



Master's Salary „£105 O 

Rent of School-room 52 10 O 

Rewards for Children, &c 35 

Books for Reading, at 5s. per 

annum, each 250 O 

Pens, Ink, Paper, Copy, Ci- 

phering-books, See. at 10s, 

each, per annum 500 O O 



=£942 10 » 
Being a difference in the expense of the necessary requisites for each 
School of £732 12s. 8d. 



PUBLIC OCCURRENCES. 



j*SACI>S COMMITTED BIT LIGHTERMEN, IN 
THE CONVEYANCE OF COALS ON THE 
LAGAN CANAL. 

Numerous frauds have, for a long time, 
been committed in the carriage of coals on 
this canal. A few weeks ago, porters 
were employed at night to carry Scotch 
coals from a boat detained at Lisburn, sup- 
posed to belong to the proprietors of the 
ciiitillery at Dungannon. The clandestine 
manner of sdliisg them, is presumptive 
evidence that the iightermen were defraud- 
ing their employers. — It ought to be gene- 
rally known, that persons who buy coals 



in this .manner, subject themselves to be 
prosecuted for buying goods, knowing 
them to be stolen. The lightermen also 
subject themselves to a prosecution for 
larceny, and if convicted, they may be 
transported, or fined and imprisoned. It 
is a prevailing idea among the boatmen, 
that if they are detected, they can only 
be forced to refund the amount of the 
coais embezzled. Thus fortified in the 
wrong, they are emboldened to commit 
the crime, from a notion of false security. 
But it is high time to convince them of 
their error; and persons, receiving coals 
from them, should always be careful to 
have them measured on delivery from the 
boat. — An instance has lately occurred, 
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which requires to be made public, to serve 
as a warning to others, — JAMES FOGEY, 
aud DAVID CHAMBERS, two lightermen 
of Lisburn, were bringing up a boat-load of 
coals to John Hancock, of that town. On 
measuring them out, they were found 
to be nearly two tons deficient. An as- 
sistant boatman, who had been only part 
of the time with them on their passage, 
proved, that during the time he was with 
them, they had disposed of &f tubs. — A 
prosecution against them at the ensuing 
Quarter Sessions at Hillsborough was in- 
tended, but, on their making a public ac- 
knowledgment of their fraud, in considera- 
tion of their poverty, they are for this 
time permitted to go unpunished. It is 
hoped that by this intimation, the ends of 
public justice will be answered ; that they 
and other boatmen will be deterred from 
practising such frauds, and the owners of 
coals be induced to look more closely to 
the delivery of the cargoes. 

METHOD OF ENTERING A ROOM ON FIRE. 

The linen having taken fire in the Laun- 



dry at Corby Castle, Cumberland, about a 
week ago, the destruction of the premises 
was prevented by the great exertions of 
George Hodgson and Andrew Park, anl 
others of the familv, even before Mr. How- 
ard's zealous and friendly neighbours had 
flocked in to assist them. It was ia vaJa 
attempted to enter the room in an ereM 
posture without danger of immediate suf- 
focation, but Andrew Park found, that hf 
crawling or stooping low, the atmosphere 
near the floor was so clear that he w/a» en- 
abled to penetrate, without inconvenience, 
and thereby save some linen, and drag out 
part of that which was in flames. — Al- 
though this result may, from the nature of 
smoak, appear obvious to many, it w 
thought that this practical elucidation of 
a theory may become useful on similar ac- 
cidents, where the fire proceeds from 
linen or furniture. Persons entering into 
the smoke, should also take the precau- 
tion of wetting their gloves and sleeves, 
which will prevent their being so easily 
burnt. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

From 1<Sth November to20t& Euember, 1811. 

In the present season very little occurs to remark on agricultural subjects. 

The weather since last report has been variable, but for the most part wet and stor- 
my, and yet it has been remarked where the plough has been employed that the soil 
turns drier, and in better order than could be expected after so much rain. The 
meadows and grass lands have retained a verdure unusual in the middle of winter, in co»» 
sequence of there haviugbeen no frost to check vegetation. 

The prices of grain continue nearly the same as they were last month, wheat for a 
week or two lowered a little, but seems rising again, and will not probably be lower 
through the season; 

Oat-meal has been stationary for the last month, rating generally at the average <£ 
22 or ass. per hundred. 

Potatoes bring various prices ia different quarters of the country : in some they rale 
from 3§d, to 4d. per stone, while in others they are as high as 6d. to 6\d. 

Flax some time ago experienced a reduction in the price, but has since risen, and wili 
probably keep up so long as the demand for exportation continues. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

If ruin does not directly stare us in the face, at every step we take in the progress of 
this calamitous war, at least commercial distress is accumulating with additional pressure. 
We sink under a most oppressive load of taxation produced by the war. Gold has dis- 
appeared, and we are suffering more than many are yet aware, from the depreciation of 
the substituted paper. This also arises from the war. To all these evils, we have now t« 
add the riota at Nottingham, and the adjacent midland counties of England. It a ueca- 



